Media Portrayal

The media can have a huge influence on how people view people with disabilities.

Language is a very powerful tool and if used incorrectly, it can have a huge impact on people’s sense of identity, self-esteem and personal confidence. It is also discriminatory and oppressive.

In the past, Deaf and hard of hearing people have been portrayed with phrases such as 

Deaf and Dumb

Deaf Mute

Hearing impaired

Dummies

Hearing Disabled

Handicapped

Deafie

In 1991, the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) voted to use "deaf and hard of hearing" as an official designation.

Since then, if you see Deaf (written with a capital “D” it refers to those who use sign language as their first and preferred language.

They also see themselves as members of a cultural and linguistic group.

If you see deaf (written with a small “d”) or hard of hearing this refers to those who communicate via speech/ lip-reading, and with or without amplification. Hard of hearing people can have a mild, moderate or severe hearing loss which may have developed gradually or suddenly. This may be from birth or later in life.

Useful website

Kerry Deaf Resource Centre

www.kerrydeaf.com 

(click on our LINKS page and it will enable you to view Deaf related websites nationally and internationally)

Kerry Deaf Resource Centre

www.kerrydeaf.com

