Educational Supports

A student with a disability can get a range of supports to suit their individual needs. Get in touch with a Disability/ Access Officer or Liaison Officer well in advance to discuss your needs before you start college or university. 

The following is some of the supports available


Before starting college/university

Check out what disability supports are available well in advance. Discuss with Disability/ Access Officer what supports they should arrange for you.


Copies of Lecture Notes and/or Overheads

Can ask for lecture notes and overheads. Students need to ask for these before the lecture is delivered so you can follow the lecture more easily

CD ROM

Can get access to printed material through electronic format, for example, CD Rom

Counselling and Medical Service

This is provided for all students in third level colleges in Ireland

Examinations

You can get extra time to complete your exam papers. 

A sign language user can "sign" their exam paper onto a video recorder. These must be agreed in advance with the Disability Officer

Note taker

A professional note taker can be employed to take notes during lectures. Need to ask for this before classes begin. Some institutions ask other students to make carbon copies of their own notes. However, you make not get detailed notes. This is not a reliable option. Always best to employ professionals.


Photocopying Facilities

Photocopying can be provided free of charge or at a specially reduced rate for students with disabilities

Priority Registration

You may be allowed to register earlier than other students


Radio-Aid/Loop System

There is a wide range of assistive devices available for students who are Deaf including loop systems. 


Sign Language Interpreter

Can be provided for tutorials and lectures and other assignments. There is a huge shortage of accredited interpreters in Ireland. Book as early as you can via the Disability Officer. 


Signed-Video Recording of Lecture

A student can video record a sign language interpreter during the lecture so you don't have to take notes. Need to discuss and agree with interpreter beforehand

Speedtext Operator

This person types up everything of what is being said in a lecture. The student with a disability is provided with a laptop, which is linked, to the operator. They can read everything that is being typed on their own laptop. The typed message can also be displayed on a larger screen so that a larger audience can read what is being typed up. 

At the end of a lecture, the student is given a hard copy of the notes on a floppy disk. 

Study Skills Courses

If you feel you need extra help with how to study, writing and research skills, spelling and time management, some colleges do provide study skills courses to help you

Technical Equipment

There is a wide variety of equipment available for students with disabilities. This can include laptop computers/ Braille facilities/ fire alarm systems etc.

Time Extension on Out-of-Lecture Assignments

You can ask for time extensions for essays, fieldwork, projects, etc. 


Transcription of Audio-Recorded Lecture

Student needs to get permission to record lectures. Arrangements can be made to transcribe the audiotape to writing

Word-processing facilities

You might be able to get priority in queuing to use a word processor. You might be able to get one-to-one tuition on how to use a word processor 

Legislation

Remember under various forms of legislation- a person with a disability has rights. Costs to provide the above should not be a barrier to a student receiving the any of the above supports. If a student is denied any form of support from an educational facility, this is discrimination.

An educational establishment will have to prove that the costs were more than that of a “nominal cost”. If they can prove this, they will still have to prove that they did everything possible to provide “reasonable accommodations” for the person with a disability.

Useful Websites

For primary schools

www.education.ie (click on Children with special needs)

For third level

http://www.aheadweb.org/home/pages
Kerry Deaf Resource Centre

www.kerrydeaf.com

